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he accused bosses of  a cover-up just days before his death

A BBC journalist sent a string of 
text messages accusing bosses of 
ignoring his complaints of bully-
ing and sexual harrassment by a 
female colleague – just days before 
apparently taking his own life.

Broadcaster Russell Joslin, aged 
50, who worked for BBC Coventry 
and Warwickshire, believed boss-

By les reid

es ignored his complaints, 
including about an ex 

female colleague he said 
“pestered him endlessly”. 

He ended up taking sev-
eral months off work with 
mental health problems.

One message sent less 
than three weeks before 
his tragic death on Mon-
day, seen exclusively by 
the Telegraph, said: “I have 
changed since I was ill, 
which I blame them for. I 
loathe the BBC.” 

Distraught dad Peter Jos-
lin – former Warwickshire 
police chief said: “Ques-
tions have to be asked by 
the BBC and not swept un-
der the carpet.”
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Got a story? Call the 24-hour newsdesk hotline

or email news@coventrytelegraph.net

Speak to our reporters or leave 
us a message and we will get 
back to you as soon as we can
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The recycled paper content of UK
newspapers in 2011 was 78.9%

At the telegraph, we pride 
ourselves in journalism that is 
honest, accurate and fair.

Our journalists adhere to the 
editors’ Code of Practice, which sets 
the benchmark for high profes-
sional standards and is enforced by 
the Press Complaints Commission. 
If we do slip up, we promise to set 
the record straight on this page in a 
clear, no-nonsense manner.

to ask for an inaccuracy to be 
corrected, all you have to do is: 
phone 024 76 500 308, email 
news@coventrytelegraph.net or 

write to the editor, Coventry 
telegraph, thomas Yeoman house,  
Leicester Row, Canal Basin, 
Coventry CV1 4LY.

*the Press Complaints 
Commission (PCC) is the 
independent body which governs 
the newspaper industry. the Code 
of Practice and details of how to 
lodge a complaint are available 
from halton house, 20/23 high 
holborn, eC1N 2JD. Website www.
pcc.org.uk or email complaints@
pcc.org.uk. telephone 020 7831 
0022. helpline: 0845 600 2757.
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BBC Coventry and Warwick-
shire journalist Russell Joslin 
left behind allegations of 
sexual harassment, bullying 
and a BBC cover-up before 
his apparent suicide – in 
texts exclusively seen by the 
Telegraph.

The string of text messages 
testify the respected 50-year-
old broadcaster blamed the 
depression which took him 
out of work this year on BBC 
management – and its fail-
ure to respond to his con-
cerns.

His father Peter, a former 
Warwickshire chief consta-
ble, also has recordings left 
by his son revealing how one 
former female BBC Coventry 
and Warwickshire colleague 
had spoken to him.

Russell believed she had 
harrassed and bullied him 
after he spurned her sexual 
advances.

One of Russell’s texts to a 
friend was sent on October 
5, while off sick from his job 
– less than three weeks be-
fore his tragic death on Mon-
day.

It stated: “I have changed 
since I was ill, which I blame 
them for. I loathe the BBC, 
the entire mindset.”

The texts also show how he 

drew parallels with the cur-
rent alleged BBC cover-up 
over former Radio One pre-
senter Jimmy Savile’s al-
leged sexual abuse. Again 
on October 5, Russell texted: 
“Who could possibly believe 
(words removed) are sexual 
predators and the corpora-
tion sweeps allegations un-
der carpet. I told you the 
(name removed) story? How 
she pestered me endlessly. I 
made a complaint. Ignored.”

Russell’s family and friends 
say he was “haunted” by the 
saga from the mid-2000s, 
and the anguish plagued 
him further this year.

The Telegraph exclusively 
revealed yesterday how Rus-
sell’s father had called for 
the BBC to hold an inquiry 
into the circumstances sur-
rounding his death, and 
complaints he had made.

A coroner’s inquest was 
opened and adjourned yes-
terday after a post-mortem 
concluded he died of as-
phyxiation.

Russell developed renewed 
grievances with BBC manag-
ers in the spring this year 
over his working arrange-
ments. He took several 
months off work with men-
tal health problems, before 
recently returning to BBC 
Coventry and Warwickshire 
two days a week, including 
reading the news.

HIs father Peter, of High 

Street, Kenilworth, where 
Russell lived next door, told 
the Telegraph: “Questions 
have to be asked by the BBC 
and not swept under the car-
pet.

“Mistakes should be looked 
at so they can be avoided in 
the future.”

“It’s too late now to save 
my son. He complained at 
the time. Nothing was done.

“He recorded himself and 
(name withheld by us) and 
the threats she made to him. 
We have evidence word for 
word of exactly what was 
said.

“I had a visit from BBC re-
gional official Cath Hearn 
on Wednesday. I got the im-
pression they would have 
some kind of inquiry. It is 
something they should have 
done before, including a 
week ago when Russell went 
to see them.

“I’m used to death, having 
served on the murder squad 
– but when it’s your own son 
it’s different.”

It is believed Russell 
jumped in front of a bus in 
Kenilworth’s main road, 
Warwick Road, on Saturday 
morning, and told ambu-
lance workers he was trying 
to commit suicide. He had 
also told a friend he would 
attempt suicide.

He was taken to the mental 
health unit at St Michael’s, 
Warwick, where it’s thought 

he suffocated himself on 
Monday. He was pronounced 
dead after being taken to 
Warwick Hospital.

Peter said Russell had 
shown no signs of mental ill-
ness until earlier this year.

Journalists, politicians and 
radio listeners have been 
posting tributes to Russell 
on social media, including 
former Coventry Telegraph 
deputy editor John Lamb 
who described him as a 
“great character”, “well-
liked” and “infectious”.

The woman accused of 
harassing him is reported to 
have said there was never a 
complaint against her, de-
spite Russell’s claim in his 
text messages. She denies 
any wrong-doing, and claims 
she was asked by managers 
to try to help him.

The BBC said in a state-
ment: “Our thoughts and 
condolences are with Rus-
sell Joslin’s family at this 
sad time.   This is a difficult 
time for everyone who knew 
him.

“The BBC is committed to 
working constructively with 
the family to ensure that 
their concerns are vigorous-
ly addressed. It would not be 
appropriate to comment fur-
ther until the facts are estab-
lished.” We have offered to 
hand Russell’s evidence in 
his text messages to the cor-
oner and the police.

string
of texts
accused
bbc of a 
cover-up

by Les reid
POLITICAL REPORTER

exclusive

BBC presenter Jimmy 
Savile is one of the most 
prolific sex offenders in 
recent history and the 
inquiry into his abuse 
will be a “watershed” 
investigation into sex 
crime, Scotland Yard 
said yesterday.

Commander Peter 
Spindler said the force is 
now dealing with 
around 300 potential 
victims, of whom all 
except two are women.

Suspects other than 
Savile have been 
accused and officers are 

“developing an arrest 
strategy” but have yet 
to detain anyone or 
interview them under 
caution, he said.

Mr Spindler said Savile 
was “undoubtedly” one 
of the most prolific sex 
offenders he had come 

across. He added: 
“Within London we have 
trebled the number of 
historic abuse 
allegations. I have no 
doubt that we’re in a 
watershed moment and 
(this) will be a landmark 
investigation.”

savile ‘one of most prolific sex offenders’

TRAGEDY: 
Journalist 
Russell Joslin 
who is believed 
to have killed 
himself
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LesReid INSIDE THE WORLD 
OF POLITICS 

Don’t miss Les Reid’s blog at www.coventrytelegraph.net

MY long-time friend and BBC 
Coventry and Warwickshire 
broadcaster Russell Joslin – 

whose funeral takes place today – 
was a man who in life, and through 
his journalism, brimmed with 
humanity.

Last week, he was the journalist who 
became the story – after his apparent 
suicide. He hit the headlines national-
ly and internationally.

Though nothing can bring back Rus-
sell, the coverage was small mercy. 
From the large trail of evidence he 
deliberately left behind, it is categor-
ically what he would have wanted.

It followed exclusive reports in 
this newspaper of his family calling 
for a BBC inquiry into the circum-
stances surrounding his death, and 
of texts he sent to friends, including 
me.

As my investigation yesterday re-
vealed, Russell spent his last days in 
contact with BBC West Midlands 
managers and HR officials desper-
ately trying to resolve the work-re-
lated issues that tormented him and 
tipped him into being off work this 
year with anxiety and depression.

The BBC apparently denied to him 
having any record of his earlier com-
plaints that he was sexually harassed 
and bullied by a former high-powered 
BBC female colleague from 2007 – 
who cannot be named for legal rea-
sons and now works elsewhere at the 
BBC.

He felt these and other concerns 
were since covered-up or ignored, and 
that he had been unfairly sidelined – 

unable to let his immense creative tal-
ent flow, through the roving reporting 
he excelled at.

The facts must be established by the 
coroner and others. As we revealed 
yesterday, detective sergeant Sue 
Coutts clearly told me and Russell’s 
family the police were preliminarily 
investigating, in particular, the bully-
ing and harassment allegations. The 
BBC has now said its internal inquiry 
will be “overseen by an external pro-
fessional”.

It followed my call, live on the BBC, 
for an independent investigation into 
whether Russell’s concerns were ade-
quately handled by the corporation’s 
management in his final days, this 
year and five years ago. The family 
backed that call.

I am a supporter of the taxpayer-
funded BBC. If it is seen to be trans-
parent, and upholding the highest 
standards in public life, it must now 

itself insist on a full independent in-
quiry.

I was invited onto BBC Coventry and 
Warwickshire to pay tribute to Rus-
sell, give my views about his allega-
tions, and comment on what should 
be done.

I was told the BBC wanted to report 
the death of Russell – a friend to many 
staff there – in an objective way.

Little wonder, you might think, amid 
allegations of a BBC cover-up over 
Jimmy Savile’s sexual abuse – follow-
ing the eleventh-hour scrapping of a 
Newsnight broadcast.

Tragically, from Russell’s texts we 
reported on Friday, the Savile scandal 
was a major trigger for his heightened 
anxiety.

In particular, he was irritated, and 
went into overdrive to finally get mat-
ters off his chest, when a certain BBC 
personality – who cannot be named 
for legal reasons – commented nation-
ally over sexual abuse at the BBC.

His family – including dad Peter, the 
ex-Warwickshire chief constable – has 
commented on these issues.

Today, we remember Russell as a 
genuine class act; an infectious, joc-
ular and irreverent character who 
loved people’s company, making 
him a fine journalist.

Russell always had time for people. 
It made him as popular in the bars 
and cafes of his home town Kenil-
worth, and his beloved Ireland, as 
he was in the professional circles he 
moved in. 

Those who knew the long-haired 
50-year-old bohemian may be sur-

prised to learn he was a handsome, 
quiffed, stripling in the 1980s when 
I first met him – looking like the fifth 
member of The Clash or he had stepped 
out of a 1950s Montgomery Clift film.

He loved music, cooking, theatre and 
reading. He told his Irish mum Kathy 
that books were to be left around and 

picked up, not to be put away in cup-
boards.

Other inquiries must decide how, ap-
pallingly, he was found suffocated in 
St Michael’s mental health hospital 
where he was supposed to be safe - 
three days after being struck and large-
ly uninjured by a bus, in what his fam-
ily believes may have been a cry for 
help.

Coventry and Warwickshire, and 
the country, has lost a quality man 
and broadcaster. He will be widely 
missed.

I share his family’s desire for some 
posthumous semblance of justice. His 
concerns about the BBC must finally 
be fully and openly addressed, and 
lessons learned.

“
Russell was a 
genuine class 

act. An infectious, 
jocular and 

irreverent character 
who loved people’s 

company

TRAGIC: BBC man Russell Joslin

Justice for BBC’s Joslin – a man of the people

DAVID WILL NOT 
geT VITAL Drug

A COVENTRY student is still 
being denied a new cystic 
fibrosis drug – despite it 
being been approved for 
other patients at the same 
hospital.

David Noonan has spear-
headed a campaign for Heart-
lands Hospital to prescribe 
the revolutionary drug, Ka-
lydeco, for patients with a 
particular type of cystic fi-
brosis.

As a result the manufactur-
er has agreed to give the most 
seriously ill patients the 
drug for free.

However, David has missed 
out on the medication him-
self – because his latest 
course of treatment means 
he no longer meets the strict 
criteria.

The devastating news cast a 

dark shadow over David’s 
21st birthday celebrations 
yesterday.

David, of Eastern Green, 
said: “I am really pleased for 
those patients who are going 
to get the drug.

“But at the same time I’m 
disappointed I won’t be get-
ting it too.

“I have told the doctors and 
I want them to fight my cor-
ner.”

David has a rare strain of 
cystic fibrosis that is shared 
by one in every 20 sufferers 
in the UK – including his 
younger sister Rebecca.

During the last few years 
his condition has deteriorat-
ed rapidly and his lung ca-
pacity has plummeted. He 
now takes 50 pills every day.

A new drug Kalydeco was 
approved for use by the Eu-
ropean Medicines Agency in 
July.

It preserves – and even re-
stores – patients’ lung capac-
ity. It can also dramatically 
prolong their lives.

The NHS has recognised 
the huge medical benefits 
the drug offers, but has not 
yet agreed to fund it.

David said: “The last month 
has been the worst of my life. 
I am deteriorating while I am 
waiting.”

The manufacturer, Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals, had al-
ready offered the drug free 
for seriously ill patients 
through a “compassionate” 
scheme.

Yet until now Heartlands 
Hospital has refused to pre-
scribe Kalydeco.

Bosses feared they would 
have to withdraw the drug if 
the firm started charging for 
it – because they could not 
afford to pay £182,000 per 
year for each patient.

Vertex has now agreed to 
provide the drug free for as 
long as required.

However, that only applies 
to patients whose lung ca-
pacity has dipped to less 
than 40 per cent.

David’s condition had pre-
viously reached that level, 
but a recent course of hospi-
tal treatment took him back 
above the threshold.

Cystic fibrosis campaigner 
Jessica Nickless said she was 
sad the “good will” had not 
gone as far as to supply David 
with the drug he needed.

The Telegraph understands 
that Heartlands Hospital has 
agreed to ask for David to be 
given Kalydeco on compas-
sionate grounds and to apply 
for NHS funding for the 
drug.

However, we were unable 
to obtain confirmation yes-
terday.

By Warren Manger
HEALTH REPORTER

Cystic fibrosis sufferer no longer meets hospital’s criteria

City people have 
a toothy problem
HALF of Coventry’s residents go 
a whole day without brushing 
their teeth, new research 
suggests.

A similar number admit to 
using someone else’s 
toothbrush, according to a 
survey by the Simplyhealth 
Advisory Research Panel.

Nearly three quarters have 
noticed blood in their spit after 
brushing their teeth, a possible 
sign of gum disease.

The panel has urged people to 
visit their dentist at least once a 
year, or every six months if they 
suffer from osteoporosis.

It also advises people to ask 
their dentist for a basic 
periodontal examination to 
check for gum disease  and to 
ask for information about how 
their diet can affect their dental 
health.

Urban dance 
stars are born
RISING urban dance band Nu 
Born Union are one step away 
from the final of a national 
singing competition.

The four-piece group from 
Rugby are playing in the Open 
Mic UK area final at the 
Bedford Corn Exchange on 
November 25.

There, a panel of industry 
experts will decide if the band 
are good enough to make it to 
the national final at The 02 in 
London in January.

An Open Mic spokesman 
said: “We are searching for an 
act that has the ability to 
impress an audience, industry 
judges and A&R associates, 
and the potential to become a 
professional recording artist.”

The band earned a place in 
the area finals after 
performing at the regionals in 
Bedford on October 21.

Health benefits of eating oily fish
EATING two portions of oily fish 
a week could help ward off a 
stroke, research suggests.

Scientists have found that 
eating two helpings of oily fish 
– such as salmon, trout or 

mackerel – every week could 
moderately reduce risk of a 
stroke. However, fish oil 
supplements do not have the 
same beneficial effect as oily 
fish  the study found.



tragic BBc man: police 
proBe Bullying claims
POLICE are investigating sexual 
harassment and bullying allega-
tions surrounding the apparent 
suicide of BBC Coventry and War-
wickshire journalist Russell Joslin, 
the Telegraph has learned.

It comes as a Telegraph investiga-
tion can reveal the BBC’s West 
Midlands boss sent an apparently 
misdirected text in error to Mr Jos-
lin days before his death – in which 
she seemingly intended to urge a 
colleague dealing with his con-
cerns not to contact him.

Other texts left behind on his 
phone reveal his heightened anxi-
ety at allegedly being told the BBC 
had no record of his previous com-
plaints about sexual harassment 
and workplace bullying by a high-
powered female ex-colleague; about 
a subsequent BBC cover-up; and 
his claims of being sidelined since.

His family and ex-girlfriend told 
this newspaper that both incidents 
were “major triggers” which led to 
tragedy, after the respected 50-year-
old walked in front of a bus in War-
wick Road, Kenilworth, on Friday, 
October 19, which did not kill him.

The previous day, the misdirect-
ed text had been sent to him by BBC 
West Midlands’ head of pro-
grammes, Cath Hearne. It states: 
“However, do not contact him until 
he gets back to me. This is massive-
ly sensitive.” Her preceding words 
were not sent to Mr Joslin.

A text to ex-partner Lucy Poulson 
at 11.20am on October 19 states: 
“Just jumped under a bus. I have 
been stitched up. Failed. Sorry. I al-
ways love you and mum and dad 
and all. x”

He died three days later at War-
wick Hospital after being found 
suffocated at St Michael’s mental 
health hospital in Warwick.

Warwickshire detectives con-
firmed they are investigating the 
bullying and harassment allega-
tions, separate to an ongoing coro-
ner’s inquest. A family statement 
issued to us states: “This is what 
Russell would have wanted. It is 
the first step towards justice for 
Russell.”

The bus incident may not have 
been a suicide attempt but a “cry 
for help”, believes his father Peter 
Joslin, a former Warwickshire po-
lice chief constable.

Miss Poulson, a 32-year-old dra-
ma teacher, believes from texts and 
speaking with him that it was a 
mock attempted suicide staged to 
enable his story to be reported by 
the media. It is thought his injuries 
were not serious or life threatening.

After calling for a BBC inquiry, 
the family is now calling for an in-
dependent inquiry into whether 
the corporation’s management 
properly responded to Mr Joslin’s 
complaints.

They want it to include an exami-

nation of why he was apparently 
told there was no record of specific 
complaints he made to BBC occu-
pational health in spring this year 
about the ex-female colleague.

He long alleged she had bullied 
him and sought to sideline him at 
work after he had spurned her sex-
ual advances.

He had apparently spoken with 
occupational health this spring 
when he was off work sick with 
stress and depression. He was seek-
ing desperately to have his issues 
finally addressed by the BBC.

On October 10, Mr Joslin texted 
Ms Poulson saying a BBC human 
resources (HR) official had phoned 
him saying she wanted to meet to 

talk. He added: “Denied anything 
about (the former female colleague, 
name withheld) was mentioned in 
occupational health report. Was 
very abrupt with her.”

He had kept recorded voicemails 
he received from the female ex-col-
league, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons but still works else-
where for the BBC. She had sent 
them immediately after he had ap-
parently rejected her advances at a 
Kenilworth restaurant in 2007.

A string of abuse included her 
words: “Do what you have to at the 
BBC because you are a loser on 27 
grand a year. But don’t ever en-
croach on me or my talent”. In an-
other voicemail, she said: “You are 

flaky, you are poor, you are weak.”
Texts from Mr Joslin, who lived at 

High Street, Kenilworth – next 
door to his parents – also reveal his 
claims that colleagues, including 
line managers at the BBC’s Coven-
try station, knew about his com-
plaints back in 2007, and he was 
aggrieved nothing was done.

The texts confirm he was desper-
ately trying to have his concerns 
finally addressed by the BBC in the 
run-up to his death.

Three days before the bus inci-
dent, he texted BBC HR officer Rani 
Randhawa  stating he was “grate-
ful” that Ms Hearne had agreed to 
“take time to talk” to him. But he 
added he was unhappy with a pro-
posal the meeting should be 
through “a glass door” at BBC Cov-
entry And Warwickshire where, he 
wrote, “Everyone knows there is 
something going on.”

The day before the bus incident, 
Ms Hearne texted him at 9.04am, 
saying she was “willing to listen 
further”, adding: “Is it ok to give 
my assistant both your numbers so 
we can fix a chat in Kenilworth?”

At 12.13pm, Ms Hearne sent the 
apparently misdirected text to him, 
then seemed to spot her error. 
Three minutes later she texted: 
“Sorry Russell, I misunderstood as 
in the middle of something else. I 
thought this was my assistant.

“You’ll realise how sensitive I un-
derstand it to be. Do you want to 
ask Rani to contact you? She and I 
are meeting this pm to consider 
how we can best help you.”

The Telegraph has inquired with 
the BBC whether either meeting 
took place.

Mr Joslin’s earlier text messages 
on October 7 and 10 highlight how 
revelations about sexual abuse and 
cover-ups relating to late BBC Ra-
dio One DJ Jimmy Savile renewed 
his anguish. He also claimed na-
tional journalists were beginning 
to inquire about his allegations.

He texted a friend and BBC col-
league with the words: “It’s impos-
sible to report anything and always 
will be, or to be taken seriously.”

He particularly suffered from 
comments made over the Savile saga 
by one BBC personality, who can-
not be mentioned for legal reasons.

He texted Ms Poulson stating that, 
in response, he had contacted a col-
league at BBC Coventry And War-
wickshire and threatened to go to 
the papers with his story, adding: 
“All hell has now broken loose.”

His family says he had met with a 
senior HR official at the BBC HQ at 
the Mailbox in Birmingham, ap-
parently on October 15, to finally 
“get the whole saga off his chest”.

Family and friends said he was 
reluctant to enact a formal griev-
ance procedure back in 2007 about 
the female colleague, who he saw 
as being in a position of authority, 
because it could scupper his BBC 
career.

But they say he had spoken with 
colleagues and line managers of 
his serious concerns at the time, 
yet nothing was done.

 Mr Joslin’s funeral takes place ■
tomorrow at 10am at St Francis of 
Assisi Church, Warwick Road, 
Kenilworth. 

Anxiety: BBC Coventry And Warwickshire journalist Russell Joslin died at Warwick Hospital earlier this month.
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By les reid
POLITICAL REPORTER

RUSSeLL Joslin’s family said that 
being told the BBC had no record in 
his occupational health report of 
his complaints about the ex-female 
colleague was “a massive blow” 
and key to the tragedy.

A family statement issued to us 
continues: “He became listless and 
felt, ‘i’ve got nowhere to go now’.

“it’s disingenuous to say they’ve 
never heard anything about 
Russell’s concerns relating to the 
former female colleague and his 
treatment after that.”

One incident included the 
ex-female colleague cutting Mr 
Joslin off while he was live on air, 
as heard by his family, friends and 

other colleagues. the family also 
alleges she sent him abrupt emails, 
which he raised concerns about.

the family also want an answer 
over why Russell was apparently 
urged to return to his job if he 
wanted to advance his career in the 
wider BBC, when occupational 
health and a GP had appeared to 
advise that Mr Joslin should not 
return to the station.

they also allege his handling by 
BBC occupational health this 
spring was inadequate, because 
Russell had said it took place over 
the phone, rather than face-to-face.

the former female colleague is 
reported to have said, in an 

anonymous statement last week, 
that she was unaware of any 
complaint against her, but that she 
had been asked to help Russell.

We have asked the BBC whether 
that is true and, if so, whether it 
would have been an appropriate 
way of handling staff concerns and 
complaints.

tributes pouring in since Mr 
Joslin’s death hit the international 
headlines testify to his popularity 
as an extremely sociable person 
with a standing as a “fine” journalist.

 the BBC said in a statement to us ■
yesterday that it was now holding an 
investigation to establish the facts 
“overseen by an external 

professional”. it said the BBC could 
not comment on specific details, 
but the investigation would seek to 
“establish the facts about how any 
complaints made by Russell were 
reported and how the BBC acted on 
them.”

it added: “We will also co- 
operate fully with the coroner’s 
inquest which is charged with 
determining the cause of Russell’s 
death and will consider its findings 
carefully”.

A BBC spokeswoman declined to 
comment on whether Mr Joslin’s 
female ex-colleague will continue 
working elsewhere for the BBC 
while its investigation continues.

Boss’s ‘no record’ denial a massive blow, say family
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Dentist
Accepting New Patients

• Toothache? We can see you
the same day

• Out of hours emergency
service

• We are able to offer IV
sedation for nervous patients

• Provide a full range of general
& cosmetic dentistry

• White fillings, Crowns,
Bridges and Veneers

• Implants • Dentures • Braces

• Easy access ground floor
practice

• Large car park at rear
GP & Pharmacy on site

Mon-Fri 8.30am-6pm • Sat 9am-12.30pm

Drs Deol & Associates
75-77 Wheelwright Lane,Holbrooks, Coventry (Nr. Ricoh Arena)

024 7636 6115
www.holbrooksdentalcare.com

Also at: Coventry Road Dental Care,
94 Coventry Road, Bedworth

024 7631 2256

Newly Modernised
State-of-the-Art NHS

Dental Practice

holbrooks
dentalcare

Inthecourts
CASES heard at Coventry 
Magistrates Court on Monday, 
October 15, included:
Ian Brown, 35, of Seaford Close, 
Aldermans Green, admitted driving 
with the wrong licence. He was fined 
£36, given three points, and told to 
pay the £15 victim surcharge.
Lisa Brown, 27, of Tomson Avenue, 
Radford, admitted willfully 
obstructing a police officer. She was 
fined £73 and told to pay £40 costs 
and the £15 victim surcharge.
Keith Gregor, 49, of Canberra 
Road, Aldermans Green, admitted 
failing to provide a breath-test. He 
was fined £350, banned from driving 
for 12 months, and told to pay £45 
costs and the £15 victim surcharge.
Jamie Henderson, 19, of 
Littlethorpe, Willenhall, admitted 
stealing groceries worth £43.98 from 
Morrisons. He was given six months’ 
supervision.
Samuel Monger, 27, of Blackberry 
Lane, Wyken, admitted stealing a 
Dyson vacuum cleaner worth £269 
from Asda. He was conditionally 
discharged for 12 months.
CASES heard at Coventry 
Magistrates Court on Tuesday, 
October 16, included:
David Costello, 22, of Roosevelt 
Drive, Tile Hill North, admitted 
breaching a suspended sentence by 
failing to attend unpaid work, and 
being sent home from unpaid work. 

He was jailed for six weeks.
Shaun Davie , 25, of Gulson Road, 
Lower Stoke, admitted breaching a 
suspended sentence by failing to 
attend unpaid work. He was given 
an extra 14 hours of unpaid work 
and told to pay £50 costs.
Geoff Early, 26, of Walsgrave 
Road, Stoke, admitted breaching a 
community order by failing to 
attend unpaid work. He was given 
an extra 14 hours of unpaid work 
and told to pay £50 costs.
Jamie Hislop, 22, of no fixed 
address, admitted breaching a 
community order by failing to 
attend unpaid work. He was given 
an extra 14 hours of unpaid work 
and told to pay £50 costs.
Daniel Townsey, 24, of Lily Close, 
Holbrooks, was convicted in his 
absence of breaching a community 
order by failing to attend 
supervision. He was given six 
months’ supervision.
Ryan Galvin, 24, of The Moorfield, 
Stoke Aldermoor, admitted 
breaching a suspended sentence by 
failing to comply with a curfew. He 
was given an extra 30 days’ curfew 
and told to pay £85 costs.
Martin Bell, 36, of Tom Henderson 
Close, Binley, admitted damaging a 
car. He was fined £70 and told to pay 
£200 compensation, £50 costs and 
the £15 victim surcharge.
Robert Dryden, 27, of Chace 

Avenue, Willenhall, was convicted 
in his absence of breaching a 
community order by failing to attend 
unpaid work. He was given an extra 
ten hours of unpaid work and told to 
pay £50 costs.
Ionut Bursila, 24, of Ransom Road, 
Foleshill, was convicted in his 
absence of driving with the wrong 
licence and no insurance. He was 
fined £700, given six points, and told 
to pay £80 costs and the £15 victim 
surcharge.
Simon Millward, 41, of Abbeydale 
Close, Binley, was convicted in his 
absence of using a mobile phone 
while driving. He was fined £200, 
given three points, and told to pay 
£80 costs and the £15 victim 
surcharge.
Samantha Bayliss, 39, of Sandpits 
Lane, Keresley, consenting to 
causing a breach of the peace. She 
was bound over for £150 for 12 
months.
Dennis Rogers, of Sandy Lane, 
Radford, was found guilty of failing 
to clear up dog mess. He was fined 
£75 and told to pay £200 costs and 
the £15 victim surcharge.
Jason Wilson, 39, of Elgar Road, 
Courthouse Green, admitted 
inappropriate use of a car horn, and 
failing to stop for a police officer. 
He was fined £160 and told to pay 
£85 costs and the £15 victim 
surcharge.

QUESTIONS: 
Russell Joslin

HELP: MP Jeremy Wright

MPs DEMAND 
ProbE iNto 
bbC DEAth
MPs have joined calls for 
a fully independent 
inquiry into how BBC 
bosses handled a BBC 
Coventry and Warwick-
shire journalist Russell 
Joslin’s concerns before 
his apparent suicide.

They include Coventry 
South Labour MP Jim 
Cunningham and Chris 
White, Conservative MP 
for Warwick and Leam-
ington.

Mr Cunningham said 
he will write to justice 
secretary Chris Grayling 
calling for a full inde-
pendent inquiry.

Jeremy Wright, a justice 
minister and Tory MP for 
Kenilworth, where Mr 
Joslin lived, also pledged 
to “offer whatever help I 
can” to the family, which 
includes father Peter Jos-
lin, a former Warwick-
shire police chief consta-
ble who lives in High 
Street, Kenilworth.

The family is calling for 
a fully independent in-
quiry, as are colleagues of 
Mr Joslin at BBC Coven-
try and Warwickshire.

As we reported yester-
day, they are unhappy 
with the BBC’s pledge of 
an inquiry “overseen by 
an external professional” 
and want to be able to 
speak freely to a fully in-
dependent inquiry. They 
describe a “climate of 
fear” over speaking out 
and said they shared Mr 
Joslin’s concerns about 
how staff issues were ad-
dressed.

Michelle Stanistreet, 
the National Union of 
Journalists general secre-
tary, has also backed the 
local NUJ branch’s  call 
for an independent in-
quiry. The union is await-
ing a response to a letter 

to BBC director general 
George Entwistle.

Mr Cunningham said: 
“It is in the interests of 
the BBC, given the recent 
bad publicity surround-
ing the Jimmy Savile 
saga, to have a fully inde-
pendent inquiry into the 
circumstances surround-
ing the death of Russell 
Joslin, so there is no 
doubt in anybody’s 
mind.”

Mr White said: “I be-
lieve that it is important 
that Mr Joslin’s family 
have the opportunity to 
get all the answers sur-
rounding this tragic case. 
A full independent in-
quiry would in my view 
be the best way to achieve 
this.”

The 50-year-old was 
found suffocated at St 
Michael’s psychiatric 
hospital in Warwick, and 
died on October 22, three 
days after walking in 
front of a bus in Warwick 
Road, Kenilworth, in 
which he was largely un-
injured and his family 
believes may have been a 
cry for help.

Texts left by Mr Joslin, 
show in the run up to his 
death he was plagued by 

the work-related issues 
which saw him off work 
with stress and depres-
sion this year. 

He had been in text con-
tact with BBC West Mid-
lands head of pro-
grammes Cath Hearne 
and senior BBC HR offic-
er Rani Randhawa.

His concerns included 
the behaviour of a former 
female colleague who Mr 
Joslin accused of sexual 
harassment and bullying, 
and why nothing was 
done by managers. 

The texts show he felt 
sidelined and ignored 
since, and was unhappy 
to apparently be told 
there was no 
record of previous com-
plaints to occupational 
health.

One BBC Midlands in-
sider also claimed the 
conclusions of an inter-
nal BBC inquiry last 
year, headed by an in-
dependent person, into 
“bullying” complaints 
was never made public, 
and little was done.

It comes as an inquiry 
is considering BBC bul-
lying allegations around 
the Jimmy Savile scan-
dal.

by Les reid
POLITICAL REPORTER

Call for full inquiry free from corporation’s influence

County and Country
Landscapes
The customer in always right

Since our establishment in 1968,we’ve built up
a fantastic reputation for our high standard of

workmanship and quality of service

For a courteous,professional service,call Harry

01926 853728 / 07585 151203
countrylandscapes@aol.com

72 Priory Road, Kenilworth,Warwickshire CV8 1LQ

40 Years Experience
Quality Service
No Deposit
References Available
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Driveways,Gravel,
Block Paving
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All building work undertaken

Free Design
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FREE QUOTATIONS

GENUINE
15%

DISCOUNT
until end of
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service
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sedation for nervous patients
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& cosmetic dentistry
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• Implants • Dentures • Braces
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practice
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100s of fabrics to choose from
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at the
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Call us on: 02476 661092
Visit our showroom at 21 Brixham Drive, Wyken, Coventry CV2 3LA
or see our website www.coventryblinds.com

CHILD
SAFETY

AVAILABLE

Coventry 024 7601 6804
Nuneaton 024 7601 2852
Rugby 01788 221679
enquiries@lucasfireandsecurity.co.uk

www.lucasfireandsecurity.co.uk

INTRUDER ALARMS

CCTV

DOOR ENTRY SYSTEMS

FIRE ALARMS

• SYSTEM MAINTENANCE •
• REPAIR & UPGRADE ANY SYSTEM •

sev
en

CAL
L O

UT

• FREE QUOTATIONS •
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20% OFF
with every system fitted

before Christmas
+ a free security light

SECURE YOUR HOME
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patten: journalist 
death probe ‘must 
be independent’
BBC Trust chairman Lord Patten 
is backing the family of Kenil-
worth journalist Russell Joslin – 
insisting any inquiry into bully-
ing allegations before his death 
must be “appropriately inde-
pendent”. 

Former colleagues of Mr Joslin, 
who worked for BBC Coventry & 
Warwickshire, have also called 
for an independent inquiry.

It comes during an ongoing 
BBC-commissioned inquiry 
overseen by independent HR 
professional Lesley Granger – 
who worked for the BBC for a 
decade until 2008 – and con-
cerns that staff feel they could 
risk their jobs by giving evi-
dence. Mr Joslin, aged 50, is be-
lieved to have committed sui-
cide at St Michael’s psychiatric 
hospital, in Warwick, last month, 
three days after stepping in front 
of a bus in Kenilworth.

Texts on his phone showed his 
torment at the way BBC manag-
ers had responded to his allega-
tions of bullying, sexual harass-
ment by a former female 
colleague, and feeling sidelined.

Now Lord Patten, who heads 
the BBC Trust, which is charged 
with holding BBC executive 
management to account, has re-
plied to a letter from justice 

minister and Kenilworth MP 
Jeremy Wright, one of seven MPs 
backing family demands for an 
independent inquiry.

Mr Patten’s letter states: “The 
trust recognises that it is vital 
that in circumstances such as 
these, the BBC takes appropriate 
action to investigate fully the 
events surrounding Mr Joslin’s 
complaints.

“It is right for such an investi-
gation to be commissioned ini-
tially by the BBC executive, and 
the trust agrees that the execu-
tive must take the steps neces-
sary to ensure the inquiry is ap-
propriately independent and 
that staff can have confidence in 
the arrangements made for pro-
viding evidence to it.”

Lord Patten has instructed BBC 
HR director Lucy Adams to ex-
plain to Mr Wright in more de-
tail what approach BBC manag-
ers have taken with the Granger 
inquiry. His letter continues: 

“The trust will of course taken a 
keen interest in the outcome of 
any investigations into these 
tragic events and will want as-
surances not only that the inves-
tigation is thorough and has ad-
equate access to relevant 
evidence, but also that the exec-
utive takes any appropriate ac-
tion once the review’s conclu-
sions are known.”

Lord Patten also welcomed a 
pledge by BBC managers to make 
its inquiry findings public. 

Meanwhile, a copy of the letter 
was sent by culture secretary 
Maria  Miller to Coventry South 
MP Jim Cunningham. She added 
the government should not in-
tervene as the BBC is “operation-
ally independent”.

But she told Mr Cunningham 
she was writing to Lord Patten, 
to ensure he is aware of the MP’s 
concern, and “the importance 
that you attach to the independ-
ence of this inquiry”.

by les reid
political REpoRtER

Chairman of BBC Trust backs family’s inquiry call
LETTER: Lord 
Patten. Right, 
BBC journalist 
Russell Joslin 
who died last 

month


